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In this Tour Projects" column, pg 3'.l, December2012 issue of Remodeling Magazine, author Mark Wyatt 
explains ideas to reduce window cost by emulating transoms and using fewer windows, but making other 

windows larger, and lo enhance the exterior by using munlins on the outside of the glass. Cover illustration 
by Carl Wiens. Remodeling is a Hanley Wood publication, One Thomas Circle, NW, Suite 600, 

Washington, D.C. 20005-5811, 202-452-CB00, subscriptions 888-269-8410. Wage+ 
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Tall & Transom 
Ideas fo r adding the look of transo ms wit hout the cost 

TRA NSOMS OFFER AN ATTRACTIVE 

way to add interest and bri ng much ­
appreciate d dayl ight into homes, but 
they also increase th e cost of a proj ­
ect beca use they req uire ro oms with 
ce iling he igh ts of 8 feet or higher and 
the budget for the tra nsoms them ­
selves . He re are some ideas to crea te 
a simi lar look more cost -effectively . 
• The tops of windows are usu-

a!Jy aligned for a consistent flow. 
However, when adding tra nsoms, 
a new he igh t is estab lished and the 
remaining win dows must be weU 
planned to mai nt ain that flowing 
appearance . On the othe r hand , the 
tra nsoms could stand alone as a 
unique feature . 

The inclusion, or absence, 
of muntins allows tran­
soms to adapt to architec­
tural styles ranging from 
traditional to modern . 

• Add ing transoms to double-hung 
windows creates a stack of th ree 
"boxes" - an outcome that is too 
busy for some peop le. One option, 
with ju st as much glass, and less cost, 
is to use a single, taller, double -hung 
window w ith muntins only in the up­
pe r sash. This helps achieve the look 
of a separate, transom-l ike window . 

• With casement w indows , swi tch­
ing from stan dard mun tins to the 
short -fractiona l sty le creates a look 
similar to a transom, but w itho ut 
the cost. 

• Also consider how the muntins look 
from the outside, When mun tins are 
on the exter ior of the glass, they're 
more visible and are just as attrac­
t ive as the inside. Standard widths 
are about¾ inch . Opt for nmn tins 
slight ly larger than l inch if you want 
them to stand out more. Spendi ng 
more money he re gives the munt ins 
pop and pizzazz . - Ma rk Wyatt is the 
president and fo under of Wyatt Draft­
ing Et Design, in Warsaw, Ind . 

Take It Outside 

Glass reflects sunlight like a nurror. so lhe 
interior muntins are hidden by the glare. 

On the outside of the glass, mw1tins are 
always in view. 

Double-Hung Windows 
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More parts. more 
cost, busy looking . 

·tfE 
Same size, fewer 
parts. and less cost. 

Casement Windows 

Standard muntin 
pattern 
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Short. fractional 
muntins 

Standing Tall 

Transoms make standard-height doors 
look talk:r. 
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